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PREMIER AND CABINET OFFICE COMPLEX — SUBCONTRACTOR NONPAYMENT 

643. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. Considering that questions on notice will not be answered before this 
Parliament rises, will the Premier provide a full explanation to the house as to whether all subcontractors have 
been paid on time and in full by the close of business today? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
I am not going to play a guessing game. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Diploma is doing the project; it has done an excellent job. I met with a lot of contractors 
and subcontractors on Monday. Everyone was very proud of the work they have done. If — 
Mr M. McGowan: That’s actually not the point.  
Mr C.J. BARNETT: It is the point because I am not going to try to guess. I am not going to stand in this place 
for the next two hours trying to guess: was it an electrician, was it a plumber, was it a painter — 
Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen, I formally call you to order for the first time today. If you want to 
talk in this place, I would prefer that you talk either during a debate or while you are asking a question. I do not 
want to hear you talking now.  
Mr C.J. BARNETT: So if the Leader of the Opposition can get off the fence and actually either in public — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I cannot guess what the Leader of the Opposition is talking about; ask a straightforward 
question! Was it the plumber? Was it the electrician? Was it the painter? Was it the roofer? Was it the tiler? I do 
not know and I am not going to stand here for the next half-hour trying to guess.  

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: If the Leader of the Opposition has an accusation to make, if he has evidence of a 
subcontractor or contractor not being paid or treated properly, please rise again and tell me the detail, because I 
cannot guess. I do not know what he is talking about. 

The SPEAKER: Before I give the call to the member for Riverton, I formally call the member for Midland and 
the member for Albany to order for the first time today. 
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